
Homily for fourteenth of year, July 3, 2022 

Sometime in the late sixties legendary songwriter Paul McCartney, penned one of his best remembered songs for his 

band, the Beatles: “The Long and Winding Road”. Some of the words of the song are as follows: 

The Long and Winding Road 

That takes me to your door 

Will never disappear 

I’ve seen that road before that leads me to your door. 

We are walking with Jesus on a long and winding road. Our life is a pilgrimage, a journey and our destination is the door 

of eternity, the Father’s House, the Heavenly Jerusalem. 

In last week’s gospel, Luke the Evangelist told us that that Jesus was resolved to go to Jerusalem and there would be no 

turning back. Recall his words:  

“When the days of His being taken up were fulfilled Jesus resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, and He sent 

messengers ahead of Him. (Lk. 9:52)” 

In today’s gospel, we learn that at the road that goes up to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches His disciples what ‘to follow’ Him 

means: 

 First, that the real possibility of persecution, rejection, ill treatment and, yes, martyrdom exists. They are sent out “as 

lambs in the midst of wolves”; 

Second, in the vineyard there are few workers (“The harvest is abundant but laborers are few”). At the end of the day, 

numbers are unimportant. 

Three, there is no assurance of earthly security. The disciples will be totally dependent on God for their protection. 

We are a missionary church. God has a plan for each one of us. We are sent out. 

In a recent poll conducted by the Gallup organization on religion in America, the rather depressing data reveals that 

nearly two in ten Americans no longer believe in God. They are atheists. In addition, pollsters tell us that the single 

largest religious group in America is the so-called “nones”, that is, those with no religious affiliation whatsoever. 

Too many Americans are lost, and appear to have no meaning or purpose in life. They need us! 

One does not have to be in a far off land to be a missionary. We are a missionary country today. What is sorely needed 

today is the faithful witness of Catholics. To successfully evangelize one must be compassionate, kind, understanding 

and forgiving. In other words, a faithful disciple need not be a scholar or great preacher. He merely needs to be a simple 

instrument in the hands of God. Simple acts of charity can have positive results. 

In our journey with Jesus we must meet the test of endurance. Today’s gospel marks Jesus’ ascent to Jerusalem. He is 

“going up” to the Holy City. Consider climbing a mountain or even, in our area, walking up the hill on Vandenburgh Ave 

in the extreme heat of summer. It is a challenge. We must persevere and never give up our efforts to reach the top of 

the steep hill. 

We are a praying church. In our gospel reading Jesus sends out his disciples to every town and village he intended to 

visit.  

Some of you may recall when Billy Graham, the noted protestant evangelist, visited Albany to conduct a mission several 

years ago. A year of planning occurred before the minister stepped foot in the city. And how did Graham and his team 

prepare for the event? They gathered together all the key people for prayer. What success they had can be attributed to 

the Holy Spirit, the true source of all conversions. 

The gospel ends on a high note. If the disciples rejoice, it is only because their names are written in heaven. For those of 

us who are nearing at the end of the road, the words of Christ are not only edifying, but also consoling.  

Our names are written in heaven. 

Wow! 


